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Abstract: This abstract offers a succinct overview of a comprehensive analysis on the integration of legal
education into Bangladesh’s secondary and higher secondary educational framework. It explores how
teaching legal information at a young age can help pupils develop civic engagement, legal literacy, and
awareness. Using qualitative approaches to analyze integration potential and difficulties, the study
assesses the current condition of legal education in the curriculum. Interviews with students, instructors,
legislators, and legal experts provide qualitative data that illuminates how legal education influences
students’ moral and intellectual development. The study emphasizes the benefits of including legal edu-
cation in the secondary and upper secondary curriculum since it fosters ethical reasoning, critical think-
ing, and a deeper understanding of legal topics. It also identifies obstacles to successful implementation,
including problems with curriculum integration and resource limitations. The conclusions emphasize the
significance of comprehensive legal education in developing responsible persons capable of navigating
legal intricacies and making recommendations for improving Bangladdesh’s educational system through
curriculum, teacher training, and legislative changes. These observations underline the critical role that
legal education plays in developing socially conscious persons in secondary and higher secondary
schools, and they greatly add to the current discourse in Bangladesh regarding education reform.
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INTRODUCTION

Legal education is the process of acquiring knowledge and skills in the field of law
(MacFarlane, 1992). It is typically provided at the university level, but there is a growing move-
ment to include legal education in secondary education systems (Noor, 2024). This movement
is based on the belief that exposure to legal concepts and principles at an early age can help
students develop critical thinking skills, become more informed citizens, and make better
decisions about their lives. There are several reasons why legal education could be beneficial
for secondary school students in Bangladesh. First, it can help them develop critical thinking
skills. Law is a complex and nuanced field, and students who study law will learn to analyze
legal problems, evaluate evidence, and make reasoned arguments. These skills are essential for
success in all aspects of life, from academic pursuits to career development to civic engage-
ment. Legal education can help students become more informed citizens. Students who learn
about the law will be better equipped to understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens
(Center on the Legal Profession, 2015). They will also be more informed about the political
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process and be able to participate more effectively in their communities. Legal education can
help students make better decisions about their lives. Students who learn about the law will be
better equipped to understand the legal implications of their choices. For example, they will be
able to understand the terms of contracts before they sign them and the legal consequences
of breaking the law.

In the ever-changing landscape of contemporary societies, the importance of secondary-
level legal education cannot be emphasized (Souza, 2023). As nations strive to cultivate know-
ledgeable and accountable citizens, providing students with a foundational comprehension of
the legal system and its principles becomes a crucial endeavor. This is especially true for
Bangladesh, a nation with a rich cultural heritage and a rapidly developing education system
(Rahman et al,, 2010). To grasp the gravity of the situation, one must delve into the complexities
of the Bangladeshi education system, identifying its strengths and identifying critical voids that
require immediate attention.

Over the years, Bangladesh, a country in South Asia, has made remarkable advances in
expanding its educational infrastructure (CRI, 2022). With a population of over 160 million, the
country acknowledges that education is the foundation of progress and development. The
education system consists of primary, secondary, and tertiary levels, with an emphasis on fos-
tering academic excellence, civic consciousness, and the skills necessary for a labor market that
is swiftly evolving (Joynes et al., 2019). Nevertheless, despite these commendable efforts, there
is a glaring absence in the curriculum: legal education at the secondary level.

Recognizing that legal literacy is not a niche requirement but an essential life skill is the
central challenge (Amin, 2024). Legal principles underlie a variety of everyday situations, rang-
ing from the comprehension of fundamental rights and responsibilities to the resolution of
complex societal issues (Rodrigues, 2020). Inadvertently, a lack of legal education at the secon-
dary level leads to a misunderstanding of the rights and responsibilities that are the foundation
of an equitable and just society. This oversight not only leaves young minds unprepared to
manage legal dilemmas, but also impedes the development of a knowledgeable citizenry
capable of upholding the rule of law.

In this context, the research problem at hand — the absence of legal education in the secon-
dary curriculum — becomes glaringly apparent. This academic blind spot calls into doubt the
comprehensiveness and efficacy of the current education framework. It is essential to conduct
a thorough analysis of the potential ramifications of this omission, such as perpetuating
misconceptions about legal matters, limiting career aspirations in the legal field, and limiting
the nation's ability to foster a culture of legal awareness and compliance from a young age.

In light of these considerations, the significance of incorporating legal education into the
secondary curriculum becomes glaringly apparent. Not only does addressing this gap correlate
with the global shift towards holistic education, but it also aligns with Bangladesh's aspirations
for an educated and empowered populace. By providing young minds with a comprehension
of fundamental legal principles, the nation can foster the growth of critical thinking, ethical
reasoning, and civic participation (Chowning et al., 2012). In addition, this initiative is consistent
with the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations, particularly Goal 16, which
emphasizes the promotion of peace, justice, and strong institutions (OHCHR, 2023).

The inclusion of legal education in secondary and higher secondary is of utmost importance
because it serves as a conduit for fostering citizens with a nuanced comprehension of their
rights and responsibilities within the legal framework (Islam, 2018). This crucial role derives
from legal education’s inherent capacity to foster critical thinking, ethical decision-making, and
civic participation (Li & Sun, 2022). Students are empowered to actively participate in demo-
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cratic processes, advocate for social justice, and contribute to a more equitable society when
legal knowledge is imparted to them at an early age. The incorporation of legal education
equips students with the skills necessary to navigate the complexities of the legal system, allow-
ing them to make informed decisions while protecting their individual and collective interests
(Hews et al., 2023).

In addition, legal education is essential for elucidating the intricate web of rights and res-
ponsibilities that underpins societal interactions. Through exposure to legal concepts, students
develop the ability to distinguish between lawful and unlawful conduct, thereby nurturing a
culture of legality and ethical behavior (Alperen, 2017). In turn, this results in responsible
citizenship in which individuals actively uphold justice and contribute to the improvement of
their communities. By elucidating the legal dimensions of various issues, legal education equips
students with the skills to address societal challenges from an informed standpoint (Kankindi
& Chimbwanda, 2021).

The incorporation of legal education into secondary curricula is supported by international
models of success (Gane & Huang, 2017). Countries such as the United States and Australia
have successfully incorporated civics and legal education into their secondary education
systems, with positive results (Campbell, 2006). For instance, research conducted in the United
States demonstrates that students exposed to civics education are more likely to participate in
political activities and community service, indicating a higher level of civic engagement.
Similarly, Australia's experience demonstrates that legal studies in secondary education not
only improve legal literacy, but also foster critical thinking, enabling students to navigate
complex legal issues with ease (Kamvounias, 1994).

To establish the value of legal education in secondary institutions, it is necessary to examine
empirical data and examples from these nations. Data from the Centre for Information and
Research on Civic Learning and Engagement in the United States demonstrate the direct
correlation between civics education and increased student civic engagement (Hauser, 2000).
This information not only supports the positive outcomes of integrating legal education, but
also highlights the far-reaching implications for informed citizenship and societal advancement.

The lack of legal education in Bangladesh's secondary curriculum represents a significant
gap in the country's educational structure (Azam, 2004). Recognizing the importance of legal
literacy in fostering responsible citizens and a just society, it is crucial to address this disparity
with urgency and deliberation. As the subsequent discussion develops, a thorough examination
of the implications of this absence and the potential avenues for its incorporation will elucidate
the way forward. By promoting legal education at the secondary level, Bangladesh can chart a
course towards an enlightened future in which legal knowledge is not merely a privilege, but a
fundamental right for every citizen. These influence the investigators to concentrate on choos-
ing the objectives: (1) To examine the potential benefits and challenges of incorporating legal
education in secondary and higher secondary education in Bangladesh; (2) To determine the
feasibility of implementing legal education in secondary and higher secondary education in
Bangladesh; and (3) To recommend potential initiatives for caging legal education in secondary
and higher secondary education in Bangladesh.

METHODS

This research is embedded in constructivist epistemology, a contextually specific approach
to knowledge shaped by individuals constructing meanings and understandings as they inter-
act with ideas, events, and activities (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Focusing on reflexivity, the
research approach is open-ended such that there is scope for a variety of responses from the
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research participants. The research is qualitative and intends to explore and evaluate the
feasibility and potential impact of integrating legal education into the secondary and higher
secondary education system in Bangladesh. Qualitative methods were chosen to capture the
rich and nuanced perspectives of key stakeholders, including educators, students, legal
professionals, and policymakers (Bingham et al., 2019).

This study will use a descriptive survey that seeks to explain or record the conditions that
can describe the situation (Setianti & Hartati, 2023). This research is a research and develop-
ment (Prihatni et al.,, 2023).

The participants in this study were purposively selected to ensure a diverse representation
of key stakeholders involved in the education system. Purposive sampling, sometimes called
judgmental, selective, or subjective sampling, involves the judgment of the researcher in deter-
mining the units to be researched (Reddy & Ramasamy, 2016). The sample included secondary
and higher secondary school teachers, students, legal professionals, and policymakers with
experience in the Bangladeshi education sector.

Purposive data sampling is adopted to select 10 secondary level schools from Khulna
division and 5 colleges or higher secondary level institutions from Khulna division considering
their geographical locations, the quality of education that they've provided, and the proportio-
nality between male and female students. The data was obtained in Khulna since the research-
ers had greater access there, and the national curriculum in Bangladesh is the same throughout
the country, therefore researchers collected data from the Khulna Division.

Semi-Structured Interviews

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with teachers, law faculties from higher educa-
tional institutions, and education experts to gather in-depth insights into their perspectives on
the inclusion of legal education in the formal education system. 30 teachers from 10 secondary
schools and 5 colleges were interviewed, 10 law faculties from Khulna, Barishal, Dhaka and
Mymensingh were interviewed and 5 education experts from various universities who were
engaged in the national curriculum development previously. The interviews were designed to
elicit information on the perceived benefits, challenges, and recommendations for the
integration of legal education.

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)

In this stage, the researchers informed all interviewees of the purpose of the study and
reminded that their participation is voluntary. The researchers explained the research process
in detail in an accessible manner to the participants, giving them the opportunity to ask ques-
tions to ensure they are fully informed. The researchers also provided them a clear summary
of the objectives and possible outcomes of this research.

Focus group discussions were organized with groups of students from 5 Secondary level
schools from Khulna and 2 Colleges from Khulna; 5 FGDs were conducted with the secondary
level students and 2 FGDs were conducted with the higher secondary level students and 2 FGDs
with legal professionals to facilitate dynamic interactions and explore shared opinions on the
topic. FGDs provided a platform for participants to express their views, engage in discussions,
and generate collective insights.

Data analysis

Thematic analysis was employed to identify and analyze patterns, themes, and recurring
concepts within the qualitative data. Transcripts from interviews and FGDs were coded syste-
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matically, and themes were iteratively refined. The analysis aimed to uncover commonalities
and variations in perspectives among different participant groups.

The qualitative content analysis is adopted in this study. It includes legal instruments and
existing scenario drawn by the scholars. It offers a comprehensive understanding of the
perspectives surrounding the inclusion of legal education in the secondary and higher
secondary education system in Bangladesh. The findings contribute valuable insights to inform
future policy decisions and educational reforms in the country.

Ethical and Practical Considerations

The research adhered to ethical guidelines, ensuring informed consent from all participants.
Confidentiality and anonymity were maintained throughout the study, and participants were
assured that their responses would be used solely for research purposes.

The findings may not be generalized to the entire population, and the qualitative nature of
the research limits the quantification of results. To minimize the notion, purposive data sam-
pling is adopted and the researchers take into consideration the geographical locations, quality
of education provided and the proportionality between male and female students.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Result
Potential Benefits of Legal Education
The Empowerment for Responsible Citizenship Initiative

Students are provided with a foundational understanding of laws, rights, and responsibilities
through legal education. By providing students with a nuanced understanding of the legal sys-
tem, teachers empower them to navigate complex legal landscapes and make informed
decisions as responsible citizens. This education fosters critical thinking, enabling students to
evaluate situations from a legal perspective and make moral decisions. By adhering to laws,
engaging in civic activities, and holding authorities accountable, citizens who are well-informed
contribute positively to society.

Avoiding Legal Conflicts and Misunderstandings

A comprehensive legal education curriculum can prevent misunderstandings and conflicts
resulting from legal misunderstandings. Students who possess legal knowledge are less likely
to violate the law through ignorance. Understanding contractual obligations, property rights,
and criminal liabilities at a young age can significantly reduce the likelihood of future legal dis-
putes. This proactive approach can reduce legal system burdens and foster a culture of
compliance.

Developing a Culture of Legal Consciousness

Early legal education lays the groundwork for a society in which legal awareness is ingrained.
Students are exposed to the mechanisms that govern their rights and responsibilities when
legal concepts are incorporated into mainstream education. This not only empowers them
individually, but also fosters a culture in which people are aware of the legal implications of
various aspects of life, such as consumer rights and digital ethics.

Shaping the Perception of Rights and Obligations:

Youth perceptions of rights and responsibilities are shaped by legal education. It sheds light
on the fact that rights come with responsibilities and that the exercise of one's rights should
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not violate the rights of others. This unbiased viewpoint promotes tolerance, respect for
diversity, and a more harmonious coexistence in a pluralistic society.

Impact on Civic Engagement and Governance:

A well-informed populace is necessary for robust democratic governance. Legal education
fosters a sense of agency, empowering students to participate in civic activities, comprehend
public policies, and advocate for reform. In turn, this enriches the democratic process by
ensuring that informed voices influence the dynamics of governance.

Addressing Social Inequalities and Violations of Human Rights:

Legal education is a powerful instrument for combating social inequality and human rights
violations. By providing students with knowledge of discrimination laws, gender rights, and
social justice principles, legal education fosters empathy and encourages young people to
challenge systemic injustices. This proactive strategy is essential to establishing a more
equitable society.

Community Empowerment for Marginalized Groups:

Legal education has the capacity to empower underprivileged communities. It empowers
individuals to challenge discrimination, exploitation, and injustice by explicating legal avenues
for protection and redress. When combined with practical knowledge of legal procedures, this
empowerment can level the playing field and contribute to a more equitable and inclusive
society.

Formulation and Advocacy of Policy:

The implementation of legal education at the secondary level is contingent on the formula-
tion and advocacy of effective policy. Governments and educational institutions play a pivotal
role in the development of a curriculum that is comprehensive and aligned with national legal
frameworks. Legal experts must collaborate with policymakers to ensure that the curriculum is
accurate, applicable, and tailored to the needs of students.

Balancing Critical Thinking and Ethics:

Legal education includes an ethical component, as it must foster critical thinking without
promoting biassed or controversial viewpoints. Creating a curriculum that encourages students
to think critically while adhering to ethical standards requires navigating cultural, social, and
ethical nuances sensitively in order to address ethical dimensions.

Challenges towards concorporating legal education

Inadequate Resources and Facilities: A significant obstacle is the lack of necessary re-
sources and infrastructure for implementing legal education effectively. Developing compre-
hensive learning materials, updating textbooks, and acquiring legal reference materials place
a financial burden on legal education, potentially compromising its quality. Providing access to
technology for interactive learning experiences may also be difficult, particularly in educational
settings with limited resources.

Lack of Qualified Educators: Legally knowledgeable educators are in short supply, posing
a significant obstacle. Legal education delivery necessitates a specialized skill set that extends
beyond conventional teaching techniques. The lack of qualified educators proficient in both
legal knowledge and pedagogy may jeopardize the quality of instruction and restrict students'
exposure to in-depth legal knowledge.
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Developing a Suitable Curriculum: It is difficult to create a curriculum that strikes a balance
between legal concepts, critical thinking, and ethical awareness. It necessitates the integration
of legal knowledge with existing subjects without overloading students with information.
Curriculum development must take into account the cultural, legal, and educational context of
Bangladesh, while also ensuring conformity with international legal principles.

Possible opposition from stakeholders: Resistance from a variety of stakeholders, includ-
ing educators, parents, and traditional education systems, could pose formidable obstacles.
Concerns about curriculum overcrowding, the perception of the complexity of legal education,
and resistance to change may impede the integration of new students. It becomes imperative
to effectively address these concerns through communication and tailored engagement
strategies.

Multifaceted Obstacles and Methods: In addition to curriculum development, resource
allocation, teacher training, and societal perceptions, the challenges span a broad spectrum.
To navigate these complexities, lessons from comparable international cases can be gleaned.
Canada and the United Kingdom have been able to overcome obstacles through careful
curriculum integration, teacher training, and stakeholder participation.

First, Concerns about curriculum overcrowding are alleviated by devising inter-disciplinary
modules that seamlessly integrate legal education into existing subjects. International exam-
ples demonstrate that gradual integration, as opposed to abrupt changes, can garner support
from stakeholders while preserving curriculum coherence. Second, To address resource cons-
traints, a multifaceted strategy is required. Collaboration with legal professionals, universities,
and institutions can aid in the development of cost-effective educational resources. When
feasible, integrating technology permits access to a greater variety of legal resources and inter-
active learning tools. Third, It is essential to invest in specialized teacher training. Dedicated
legal education training programs can equip educators with the necessary pedagogical skills
and legal knowledge by drawing on international models. Collaborations between educational
institutions and legal professionals can facilitate the development of comprehensive training
programs. Fourth, To combat resistance, it is necessary to communicate openly about the
benefits of legal education. Establishing advisory boards comprised of educators, parents, and
legal experts can facilitate collective decision-making, ensuring a balanced integration that
addresses concerns.

The obstacles and challenges surrounding the incorporation of legal education in secondary
schools are multifaceted and require strategic approaches. The inadequacy of resources, the
scarcity of trained educators, the complexities of curriculum design, and the resistance of stake-
holders constitute a formidable landscape. However, international case studies provide strate-
gies that can be adapted to Bangladesh's specific environment. Bangladesh can effectively
overcome these challenges by adopting an incremental strategy, prioritizing teacher training,
leveraging technology, and fostering open communication with stakeholders. To foster a
generation endowed with legal literacy, critical thinking, and ethical awareness, overcoming
these obstacles must be a top priority.

Possible Approaches for Incorporating Legal Education in Secondary Education

Curriculum Integration and Development: Developing a curriculum that integrates legal
education into the existing subjects is a crucial strategy. This integration must be gradual in
order to ensure a balanced distribution of material without overburdening students. This
approach allows legal concepts to be interwoven naturally, thereby enhancing the curriculum'’s
relevance and engagement. It draws inspiration from globally successful examples, such as the
United Kingdom's Citizenship Education.
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Teacher Education and Professional Growth: It is essential to equip educators with the
necessary tools and knowledge. A comprehensive training program that emphasizes legal
education pedagogy can equip teachers to effectively deliver content. Using lessons learned
from comparable international cases, such as Canada's model of teacher workshops on legal
rights and responsibilities, Bangladesh can implement specialized training to ensure that
educators are proficient in both legal knowledge and instructional techniques.

Allocation of Resources and Technological Integration: Allocating resources strategically
is essential for a successful implementation. Collaborations between educational institutions
and legal professionals can result in the development of accessible, low-cost educational
materials. Utilizing technology can provide students with interactive learning platforms, making
legal references and case studies readily accessible even in regions with limited resources.

Collaboration with Legal Professionals and Organizations: The foundation of effective
legal education is collaboration between educational institutions and legal professionals. Legal
professionals can provide practical insights and real-world context, bridging the theoretical-
practical divide. Developing partnerships with law schools, legal organizations, and practition-
ers can infuse the curriculum with authenticity and encourage students to pursue legal careers.

Analyses comparatives and contextual adaptation: Analyzing nations where legal
education has been successfully incorporated into secondary education yields insightful infor-
mation. Bangladesh can tailor its strategies to its unique environment by critically examining
the cultural, social, and legal contexts that fostered successful integration. In order to facilitate
well-informed decision-making, this analysis must incorporate both successes and flaws. We
can look at how the US and Australia have incorporated legal schooling into their educational
policies. The United States and Australia have done a good job of incorporating civics and legal
education into their higher school systems (Campbell, 2006). Australia's precedent shows that
including legal studies in secondary school enhances legal literacy and promotes critical
thinking skills, helping students effectively address intricate legal matters. Data from the Centre
for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement in the United States demons-
trate the direct correlation between civics education and increased student civic engagement.
This information not only supports the positive outcomes of integrating legal education, but
also highlights the far-reaching implications for informed citizenship and societal advancement.

Taking into account cultural and societal norms: Effective integration requires an
awareness of and response to cultural and societal norms. Customizing content to resonate
with local values and legal frameworks ensures that legal education is relatable and acceptable
to students and stakeholders by making the material relevant and consistent with local norms.
A comparative analysis of nations such as Australia, in which indigenous legal systems are
recognized, provides insight into navigating cultural sensitivity.

Continuous Feedback and Evaluation: Improving the integration process requires a
strategy of continuous evaluation and feedback. Regular evaluation of students' progress,
teachers' effectiveness, and the curriculum's relevance ensures an adaptable strategy. Open
lines of communication with students, teachers, parents, and legal professionals facilitate
continuous improvement.

Awareness and Advocacy Campaigns: It is essential to raise awareness and advocate for
the value of legal education. Launching awareness campaigns directed at students, parents,
educators, and policymakers highlights the benefits of legal literacy, thereby generating
support and enthusiasm for its incorporation.

Copyright © 2024, Psychology, Evaluation, and Technology in Educational Research, ISSN 2622-5506



Psychology, Evaluation, and Technology in Educational Research, 6 (2), 2024, 176
S. M. Hayat Mahmud, Md. Fajlay Rabbi

Discussion

The current state of legal education in Bangladesh is a complex tapestry of higher education,
professional training, and a striking omission of secondary-level legal education. This analysis
of the existing legal education structure reveals both its strengths and limitations, highlighting
the critical need to bridge the gap between higher education and secondary education in order
to ensure a more thorough and equitable dissemination of legal knowledge.

Higher education institutions, such as law colleges and universities, dominate the legal edu-
cation landscape in Bangladesh, where specialized legal education is provided. This segment
of legal education is predominantly geared towards those pursuing careers in law. These
institutions' curricula encompass a vast array of legal topics, from substantive law to procedural
aspects. The academic rigor and specialization of these programs contribute to the develop-
ment of competent legal professionals who play crucial roles in establishing the nation's legal
framework and dispensing justice (Sherr, 2005).

The objectives of the curriculum, as outlined in the Australian Higher School Manual, is to
foster an understanding of the rights and obligations of individuals within the Australian legal
system and a consciousness of how the law affects them in a dynamic society. Its purpose is to
assist in closing the "social distance" that exists between the law and the individual so that
individuals may become participants rather than recipients in legal processes (LeBrun & Clark,
1989). Such manual or educational policy is absence in secondary level in Bangladesh. Educa-
tion Commission of Bangladesh (2003) headed by Professor Moniruzzaman Miah, suggested
the necessity to form a separate legal education commission in our country (Banglapedia, 2021).
At the secondary level, the main obstacle to the incorporation of legal education is trained
teachers in legal grounds. The World Bank (2016) estimates that currently only 58% of secon-
dary teachers were fully trained and accredited with a bachelor of education qualification
(Thornton, 2006). Training may promote the age-old transmissive mode of learning but the
expansion of legal education through them would be ‘sporadic’ in nature.

When contemplating the lack of legal education in secondary schools, however, a significant
disconnect becomes apparent (Lewis & Kern, 2018). The secondary education system lacks a
systematic legal education, whereas higher education institutions emphasize specialized legal
training. This disjointed approach perpetuates a legal knowledge divide among the general
population. Students who do not pursue a legal education at the university level lack access to
foundational legal knowledge, which is necessary for navigating legal complexities in a variety
of life situations.

A higher education system that caters to the requirements of individuals who aspire to
become legal professionals is central to the legal education framework (Faruque, 2009). Law
schools and universities aspire to provide students with the theoretical knowledge, practical
skills, and ethical values required for their roles as legal practitioners, judges, and legal scholars.
The curriculum includes constitutional law, criminal law, and administrative law, laying the
groundwork for a variety of legal vocations.

While institutions of higher education pursue excellence in legal education, secondary
schools continue to lack legal education offerings. This absence creates a significant gap in citi-
zens' legal literacy. Students who do not pursue legal careers lack knowledge of fundamental
legal principles, their liberties, and their societal obligations. This lack of legal education hinders
students' ability to effectively engage in legal and civic matters, thereby impeding the develop-
ment of an informed citizenry capable of making informed decisions.

In Bangladesh, efforts have been made to introduce legal education at the secondary level,
but these initiatives are inconsistent and lack comprehensive implementation (Islam, 2018).
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Several institutions and organizations have implemented extracurricular legal education prog-
rams that, while commendable, remain marginal and inconsistent. Furthermore, these initiati-
ves are not universally accessible, leaving many students without access to the benefits of legal
education. There is a growing awareness of the need to integrate formal legal education into
the secondary curriculum in order to assure widespread exposure to legal knowledge.

Ethical Considerations

The research adhered to ethical guidelines, ensuring informed consent from all participants.
Confidentiality and anonymity were maintained throughout the study, and participants were
assured that their responses would be used solely for research purposes.

Limitations

While qualitative methods provide rich insights, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations
of this study. The findings may not be generalizable to the entire population, and the qualitative
nature of the research limits the quantification of results.

CONCLUSION

This article argues on the importance of the chronological approach required for all secon-
dary and higher secondary level students in acquiring legal education. However, there are a
number of challenges that would need to be addressed in order to implement this reform
successfully. The existing framework for legal education in Bangladesh illustrates the clear
disparities between secondary and higher education in law. There remains an immense need
for secondary legal education, notwithstanding the increased focus on professional develop-
ment and post-secondary education. While there has been considerable progress towards
integrating legal education, further research has to be done to fully integrate it if its potential
influence on governance and society is to be realized. In case of actively participating in their
communities, preventing legal disputes, encouraging a general awareness of rights, duties, and
liabilities, combat with social injustice, human rights violations, and empower underrepresent-
ed groups, consistent with democratic values and constitutional principles, empowerment and
civic engagement, legal education from the secondary level can fuel students to react in these
regards.

It is crucial to identify all relevant stakeholders, including policymakers, educators, legal
professionals, students, and parents, and their respective roles. Curriculum planning, resource
allocation, educator preparation, and involvement of relevant stakeholders are all parts of an
overarching strategy necessary to tackle these complex problems. Bangladesh can learn from
international practices regarding how to better priorities curriculum integration, teacher
education, and stakeholder participation (Biswas & bin Ahsan, 2023). The conclusion of this
study is a call to action in which policymakers, educators, and stakeholders are all urged to
work together. To ensure the successful integration of legal education, which will pave the way
for a more informed, just, and empowered society, the authors recommend further research
and action.
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